Spanish Morressor Leaming
Centre set to open Sept, 16
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Anew Are centre opening soon
inthe Brsan ;
pumuﬂtyw to beanmywwbllingual. ina
bright and inviting Montessori school
setting,
Menica Munoz is director of the
nish Montessori Learning Centre,
(SMILC) where new signs wernt up
Wednesday, touchable Montessori
learning tools {cal!.ed manlpuln&vm.'r
are still arriving to fill the bookshelves
and renovations ire nemrly complete,
“The children will be able to start
coming Sept. 15, said Munoz, who is
enﬁeds to see herllfe—lung aspiration
come to fruition,
“This is my dream for a long, long
time, 1 have been a teacher for 16
years, In Colorbia (South Amerlca), in
Montreal and in the U,S. We saved and
have planned for a long thme to open
alir own centre and now many people
want fo lesrn &
Munoz has a master's degree in
; education and she embmced
Montessori method early in her
in Mot o Tﬁﬁéﬁ”&m
ntesso
childhond education. In addition to

the Spanish immersion daveare, the
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centre will offer services before and
after school, after-scheol education
mssessment and help with school work
and summer programming.
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Montessori School, has
for years and where the
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o enotigh to o
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Fleetwood Bawden has Montessori
classes for Grades 1 through 5 and
Gilbert Paterson offers it for Grades 6
and 7.
Spmiuhlmmagalsstﬂltahmbuby
steps, however, Munoz is aware that
ance children have been in her
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1went, there ame no Spanish
immersion schools where they can
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“Many centres are not taking babies
but there is a need, so | can
: bm&m%thambs
and the to go."
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Daycare centre director Manica Munoz is laoking forward to opening the Spanish Montessori Leaming Cantre later this month,

New daycare offers some spice

is being installed and where Munoz
will ereate a garden so the children can

learn to grow vegetables. |

Montessorl s a method

in the early 1900s by ltalian
'ptwgmmmmmﬂ.m

became ued with

voungsters who were deemed
unteachable. Her methods were so
successful that early reviewers dubbed
her & miracle worker, Montessor puts
children together in three-year age
groups where natural mentorship
evolves, and sensory stimulation with
music, and hands-on
materials children to engage
more parts of the brain as they learn

new concepis,

As the number of Spanish-speaking
Immigrants continue (o grow in the
city, Munoz sees the need for a centre
like hets to grow oo, but so far all the
children registered at SMLC are from

English-speaking families.

Munoz, her husband Jose and their
son Simon spoke no English when
they left Colombia eight years ago and
moved to South Carolina. Now, Simon
i & French Immersion student in high
school and is proof that once a
child has mas twol
they can readily learn a third.

SMLC is located at 12083 Ave. S. For
information call 403-524-3436 or 403-
583-2344.



